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Make a Waste Oil Heater
With this waste oil heater you can heat a shop or garage, or even your home. The fuel is "free for the hauling."

By Richard Freudenberger 
September/October 1978

UPDATE & ANNOUNCEMENT, March 2006:

I read with interest and some concern the letter from Mary Hammersmith in the February/March 2004 issue regarding the waste oil heater from the
September/October 1978 issue. I helped build that heater in 1978. I used it in my home and wrote the original article about it.

Here's the fly in the ointment: When this stove was designed and built, most motor oil was formulated for larger-displacement, precatalytic-era vehicles.
As demands of fuel economy and federal emission standards began to affect auto manufacturers, they had to make smaller, harder-working engines
that operated at higher temperatures than the older engines, especially with the introduction of catalytic-converter systems in the mid-1970s.
Subsequently, motor oil sometimes flashed in the crankcases of vehicles, and in the early 1980s, an anti-flashing agent was added to motor oils for
safety reasons. This raised the oil's combustion temperature significantly. Naturally, the performance of the waste oil heater was affected, and the
original MOTHER EARTH NEWS stopped selling plans when complaints brought the problems to light.

Modern waste oil shop heaters use a different technology than our old drip-style burner. The new UL- and EPA-approved models have special pre-heaters
and pumped-injection systems that vaporize fuel for efficient combustion at high temperatures. The difference between MOTHER EARTH NEWS' waste
oil burner and the commercial models is vast, and I can say with a fair degree of confidence that the EPA would never approve this technology if it were a
manufactured unit.
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Richard Freudenberger 
Hendersonville, North Carolina

What's that, bunky? You say the skyrocketing cost of oil, electricity, coal, and other fuels has you scratching for a less expensive way to heat your
shop, garage, or home this coming winter?

Continue Reading

The waste oil heater will make a room quite cozy for reading. 
PHOTO: MOTHER EARTH NEWS STAFF
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has anyone tried to burn raw crude oil taken directly from a well battery site? I think is has HUGE potential to lower heating costs. In my area, it
is getting near impossible to get waste oil. and WVO is being sold at prices that would make it cheaper to buy new oil.
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How do you get the oil to the furnace by gravity? or pump? and how do you control the flow of oil?

More Comments

Join the conversation and share your thoughts!

javascript: void(0)
javascript: void(0)


How Geothermal Cooling Works 
- 3-in-1 Heat, AC, + Warm Water
Ad dandelionenergy.com

Cash Acme Tank 
Booster
Ad Cash Acme

Homestead Hacks: 
DIY Radiant Heat…
motherearthnews.com

Stop Wiping Your 
Butt
Ad Clear Rear

The Truth About 
Side Sleepers
Ad Sutera

Living Off Grid: 
Masonry Heaters…
motherearthnews.com

Waste Oil Filter | 
MOTHER EARTH…
motherearthnews.com

Fill Your Waste Oil 
Heater With Free…
motherearthnews.com

Thanks For 
Nothing Month |…
motherearthnews.com

Oil-Furnace Repair 
and…
motherearthnews.com

Masonry Heaters: 
Be in Control of…
motherearthnews.com

Ad 1. Waste Oil Heater DIY

2. Residential Gas Furnace

3. Waste Oil Furnace for Sale

EVENTS



MOTHER EARTH NEWS FAIR ONLINE
All-Access 
Learn from Home!

(https://online.motherearthnewsfair.com/p/mother-earth-news-fair-all-access-bundle-subscription/)

LEARN MORE (https://online.motherearthnewsfair.com/p/mother-earth-news-fair-all-access-bundle-subscription/)

OUR PICKS

An In-Depth Companion Planting Guide

(/organic-gardening/companion-planting-guide-zmaz81mjzraw)

Start a 1-Acre, Self-Sufficient Homestead

(/homesteading-and-livestock/self-reliance/self-sufficient-
homestead-zm0z11zkon)

How to Make Hard Cider

(/real-food/fermenting/how-to-make-hard-cider-zmaz07onzgoe)

How to Build a Natural Swimming Pool

(/diy/natural-swimming-pool-zmaz02aszgoe)

(/store/product/grow-a-little-fruit-tree)
Grow A Little Fruit Tree

(/store/product/grow-a-little-fruit-tree)

Add to cart

(/store/product/meals-in-a-jar)
Meals In A Jar

(/store/product/meals-in-a-jar)

Add to cart

(/store/product/the-allergy-fighting-garden)
The Allergy-Fighting Garden

(/store/product/the-allergy-fighting-garden)

Add to cart

(/store/product/screened-porch-e-plan)
Autumn Breeze Screened Porch E-Plan

(/store/product/screened-porch-e-plan)

Add to cart

BOOKS & PRODUCTS

https://online.motherearthnewsfair.com/p/mother-earth-news-fair-all-access-bundle-subscription/
https://online.motherearthnewsfair.com/p/mother-earth-news-fair-all-access-bundle-subscription/
https://www.motherearthnews.com/organic-gardening/companion-planting-guide-zmaz81mjzraw
https://www.motherearthnews.com/homesteading-and-livestock/self-reliance/self-sufficient-homestead-zm0z11zkon
https://www.motherearthnews.com/real-food/fermenting/how-to-make-hard-cider-zmaz07onzgoe
https://www.motherearthnews.com/diy/natural-swimming-pool-zmaz02aszgoe
https://www.motherearthnews.com/store/product/grow-a-little-fruit-tree
https://www.motherearthnews.com/store/product/grow-a-little-fruit-tree
https://www.motherearthnews.com/store/product/meals-in-a-jar
https://www.motherearthnews.com/store/product/meals-in-a-jar
https://www.motherearthnews.com/store/product/the-allergy-fighting-garden
https://www.motherearthnews.com/store/product/the-allergy-fighting-garden
https://www.motherearthnews.com/store/product/screened-porch-e-plan
https://www.motherearthnews.com/store/product/screened-porch-e-plan


Subscribe Today - Pay Now & Save 64% Off the Cover Price

50 Years of Money-Saving Tips!
At MOTHER EARTH NEWS for 50 years and counting, we are dedicated to conserving our planet's natural
resources while helping you conserve your financial resources. You'll find tips for slashing heating bills, growing
fresh, natural produce at home, and more. That's why we want you to save money and trees by subscribing
through our earth-friendly automatic renewal savings plan. By paying with a credit card, you save an additional
$5 and get 6 issues of MOTHER EARTH NEWS for only $12.95 (USA only).

You may also use the Bill Me option and pay $17.95 for 6 issues.
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